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A NOTE FROM THE DIRECTOR

JOYC E  G O R D O N
Director for Jewish Life at Duke

Hello! I’m writing to you as the new Director for Jewish Life at Duke. An Annual Report is 
necessarily a retrospective – a review and a celebration of all that’s been accomplished in the past 
year. Since I am the newest person to Jewish Life at Duke, this Annual Report has been revelatory 
for me. Wow, I keep thinking, our students did all that? I hope that when you look through this 
2017-2018 report, you’re as awed as I am about the ways that our students engaged with each other, 
with Israel, in leadership, and with their own personal Jewish journeys. It’s a dedicated community 
of alumni, parents, and friends that make a rich Jewish life on campus possible; thank you for all you 
have done and are doing to enable students to have an incredible Jewish Duke experience.

250 students attended the Fall JFAM (Jewish First-Year Advisory Mentor) BBQ

180 students celebrated Rosh Hashanah

80 seders hosted across campus, reaching 740 students

35 graduates joined our alumni ranks at Jewish Baccalaureate

300+ joined us for Latkepalooza, donating over 50 lbs of food to the local Jewish Family Services Food Pantry



H e at h  F R E E M A N
Chair of the Advisory Board

 The 2017-2018 Fiscal Year was another strong year for the Freeman Center and Jewish Life at Duke. 
Our staff and board’s mission to increase visibility, participation and passion for all that we offer to 
the Duke community is alive and thriving. It was almost 20 years ago when my parents, Brian and 
Harriet Freeman, helped establish Duke’s first permanent home for Jewish students, the Freeman 
Center for Jewish Life at Duke.

To stay true to their legacy, five years ago, our family established the Freeman Family Program Fund 
with the hope of creating programs that change the lives of the people who participate in them. One 
of them, the Freeman Family B’nai Mitzvah Program has done just that. I was moved to know that 
so many families of last year’s B’nai Mitzvah students traveled in to celebrate this important simcha 
in their daughters’ lives. This program is just one of many that are not only transformational for 
students, but for the wider community. 

I want to welcome Joyce Gordon, as our new Director and leader. We are so grateful and honored 
to have her join and lead our team moving forward. I also want to thank our Advisory Board and the 
Jewish Life at Duke staff for their dedication and service. 

Finally, it continues to be a tremendous honor to serve as Chairman of Jewish Life at Duke and  
see first-hand the incredible programs that have shaped and transformed students’ lives.

A NOTE from the Advisory Board Chair



Students: At the heart of everything

ST U D E NT  G R O U P S
Jewish Life at Duke is here to provide students 
with Jewish pathways that will imbue their lives 
with purpose and meaning. Our student groups 
enable undergraduates to engage, and model our 
pluralistic approach.

Challah for Hunger holds monthly baking sessions 
and sells the challah on campus to raise money and 
awareness to help fight hunger.

Coalition for Preserving Memory is dedicated to 
memorializing genocide victims from the 20th and 21st 
centuries. The group focuses on genocide and Holocaust 
awareness.

Duke Friends of Israel is a non-partisan student 
organization that offers space to discuss, understand 
and learn about Israel. This group provides a breadth of 
programming designed to increase appreciation for all 
aspects of Israel throughout the Duke community.



Duke Israel Public Affairs Committee works closely with 
the American Israel Public Affairs Committee (AIPAC), 
America’s pro-Israeli lobby, to achieve peace and 
strengthen the US/Israel relationship.

J Street U at Duke is part of the national, student-led 
network that promotes US involvement in a peace treaty 
for a two-state solution to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict.

Jewish Student Union, Duke’s student-led Jewish 
undergraduate organization, strives to build an inclusive 
Jewish community through fun, diverse, and engaging 
programming. 

TAMID is areligious, apolitical, non-profit organization 
designed to offer experiential, hands-on business 
learning through the lens of Israeli startups. 



While we excel at drawing a crowd, we also specialize in creating space and opportunity for personal Jewish 
connection. One-on-one engagement is the core of Jewish Life, and provides students the chance to truly be heard, 
seen, and known on campus. Some of our more intimate programs have the most lasting impact on a student’s 
Jewish journey, such as:

The Jewish Learning Fellowship, where 32 students 
experienced an in-depth experiential education seminar 
focused on exploring “Life’s Big Questions” through a 
Jewish lens.

The Roots to Rights tour in partnership with the Mary Lou 
Williams Center for Black Culture gave 16 students an up-
close look at important sites in the American Civil Rights 
Movement, which inspired meaningful discussions.

Tea and Ethics, an intensive seminar on Judaism’s 
teachings on today’s ethical dilemmas gave students the 
chance to grapple with their observations of campus life 
through the lens of Pirkei Avot. 

572 one-on-one meetings between our staff and 
students, where we created connections and got to know 
students on a deeper level.

More Intimate Engagement…



Our B’nai Mitzvah program, generously sponsored by the 
Freeman Family Program Fund, has brought a great deal 
of learning, laughter, and joy to the lives of our students 
and families, and is consistently noted as one of the 
most meaningful experiences that a student can have 

at Duke. Hannah Ahrendt ’19, Ines Jordan-Zoob ’19, and 
Rachel Eulau ’18 were called to the Torah in February to 
commemorate their b’not mitzvah, followed by a Roaring 
‘20s party. Altogether, 290 students, family members, 
and guests celebrated their accomplishment!



Supporting Jewish Life

Pa ren  t  S uppor    t
171 non-alumni parents supported Jewish Life at Duke, 
making possible incredible outreach efforts such as our 
Ambassador program. Parent Ambassadors represent 
Jewish Life at Duke at recruitment events throughout 
the country, such as Discover Duke, our New York and 
Los Angeles Jewish Life at Duke Admissions events, as 

well as spring college fairs. In addition, through our Mazel 
Tov email outreach effort, Ambassadors engage with 
prospective parents of newly admitted students, creating 
personal connections, support, and information needed 
to encourage student matriculation. To further solidify 
connections they have made, Ambassadors attend their 
local Duke Send-Off parties to celebrate with new Duke 
families, and to offer support. 

Young     A l umn   i  S uppor    t
Each spring, young alumni from Duke and from UNC-
Chapel Hill vie for victory in the Tobacco Road Tzedakah 
Cup, an online event to encourage philanthropy to 
campus Hillels. Usually, we trounce the Tarheels. Though 
our donors were more generous than UNC’s, the winner 
is determined by the total number of donations. In 2018, 
while 82 of our young alumni gave an amazing $15,002 to 
Jewish Life at Duke, we were edged out by UNC, which 
had 91 donors. We’re looking forward to taking back the 
cup in 2019!



JLD strives to connect students to Israel in a variety of 
ways – intellectually, emotionally, culturally, and spiritually. 
We’re proud to bring Israel-focused programming and 
conversation to campus – and to bring students to Eretz 
Yisrael, in order to foster lifelong connections. 

In honor of Israel’s 70th birthday and Israeli Independence 
Day, we decided to do something innovative. Knowing 
that basketball is fundamental to Duke student life, we 
hosted David Blu, a former Maccabi Tel-Aviv basketball 
player (co-sponsored with Duke Athletics and the Center 
for Jewish Studies). 

Bringing Israel Home to Duke

Mishael Hershkowitz, our Israel Fellow, hit campus (and the gym) with 
students, helping students develop a deepening relationship with Israel. 
Through his 209 one-on-one meetings with 87 students, the many meals 
and programs he created, and the Birthright trip to Israel he led, Mishael’s 
relationship-based approach strengthened students’ ties to Israel.

In telling the story of his journey from college basketball at USC to 
playing in Israel alongside Duke’s own Coach Jon Scheyer, David Blu 
connected with our students, helping them to understand that having a 
relationship with the State of Israel extends far beyond the headlines.
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Jacqueline van der Horst Sergent & 
Herve’ Sergent
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Robert Stein
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Jody & Jeffrey Steren
Nella & David Stern
Jeffrey & Bonnie Stevens
Susan & David Stollwerk
Lisa & Gary Stone
Celeste & Daniel Strohl
Michelle & Michael Strollo
Stacy & Gary Suskauer
Laura Svetkey & Charles van der Horst

Harrie & Bradley Tabak
Michelle Talal
Cheryl & Alan Talpalar
Jennifer & Robert Tilliss
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Melissa Wachtel
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Roberta Weiss & James Edelstein
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Deborah & Allan Weksberg
Susan & George Welton
Gwen & Howard Werman
Catherine Wilfert-Katz & Samuel Katz
Rae & Peter Williams
Caleb Winebrenner
Joan P. Wohl
Stacey Wolfson
Ashley Wolitzer
Elaine Wynn
Cyndi Yag-Howard

Suzanne & Andrew Yearley
Kimberly & Drake Zaharris
Marissa Zarco
Ellen & Joseph Zarge
Hannah Zhuang
Eric Zimmerman
Sara Beth Zivitz
Eugenie Kleinerman Zwelling & Leonard 
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Gifts in Memory
Myles Beskind  
by Marcie Beskind
Matvey Cherches  
by Gisela and Igor Cherches
Grace Bassoon  
by Annette Cohen and John Feder
Ronald Schwartz  
by Frederic Dorkin
Carol Levine  
by Scott Finkelstein
Brian and Harriet Freeman  
by Jane and Heath Freeman
Dr. Martin Harry Prince  
by Beth and Lahav Gabay
Stanley Garber  
by Michele and Mitchell Garber
Dr. Martin Harry Prince  
by Astrid Gonzalez-Boneta and Lauro 

Thank You to All our Donors



Gonzalez-Moreno
Sheila Neibart  
by Kathleen and Steven Neibart
Roslyn & Jack Roitman  
by Lisa and Howard Roitman
Gerald Schwartz  
by Katherine & Michael Schwartz
Joe Tabak  
by Gail and Mark Silberman
Max and Lydia Snow  
by Gay and Michael Snow
Dr. Martin Harry Prince  
by Cynthia Yag-Howard and Corey Howard

Gifts in Honor
Salo Abraham  
by Margaret Abraham
Ines Jordan-Zoob’s Bat Mitzvah  
by Eileen and Lowell Aptman
Rebecca Leggett  
by Harry Bass
Rebeca Benchimol Neman  
by Anne and Jaime Benchimol
The birth of Noam Guttman Cohen  
by Melissa Berman
Rebecca Simons  
by Melissa Berman
Stephen Barringer  
by Laurie and Jonathan Blank

Dr. Julian Ungar  
by Linda Blazer
Dean Brenner and Neal Shore -  
Jewish Dukies  
by Steven Brenner
Rabbi Elana  
by Marc Brettler
Rebecca Simons  
by Deena Cowans
Rebecca Simons  
by Kim and Adrian Diluzio
Rebecca Diluzio  
by Kim and Adrian Diluzio
David L. Feldman, T’80 MD’84  
by Amy and David Feldman
Tobacco Road Tzedakah Cup  
by Jane and Heath Freeman
Jared and Samantha Garland  
by Glenda and Scott Garland
Amanda Stern  
by Murray Gerstenhaber
The Class of 1999  
by Amy and Scott Goldsmith
Rebecca Simons  
by Abby and Steven Gorlick
Class of 1993 25th Reunion  
by Arielle and Jeffrey Grill
Steve and Carol Himmelstein  
by Molly Himmelstein

Sarah Jacobs  
by Allison and Kenneth Jacobs
Lexi Kadis  
by Felicia and Harold Kadis
Rebecca Simons  
by Rebecca Kahn
Rebecca Simons  
by Daniel Kornblau
Nicole Krantz  
by Lori and James Krantz
Elaine and Bernie Snyder  
by Deborah Snyder and Giorgio Kulp
Samantha Leibowitz’ graduation  
by Lisa and Henry Leibowitz
Benjamin Satloff ‘19  
by Jennie Litvack & Robert Satloff
Monona Rossol  
by Michelle McMichael
Jacob Kline  
by Carol McMichael
Victoria, Jacob, and Michelle Meyerson  
by Aleksandra and Geoffrey Meyerson
Natalie Benderly, ‘20  
by Sarah Nagourney and Neal Miranda
Rabbi Elana  
by Marcie Pachino
Rebecca Simons  
by Jodi Posner
 

Joel Fleishman  
by Julie Sandorf and Michael Weinberger
Archer Freeman Jaffe  
by Dana Seshens and Robert Kresberg
Rachel Shapiro  
by Naomi and Adam Shapiro
Alexis Sherwin James ‘00  
by Greg Sherwin
Dorothy Gheorghiu  
by Roxanne Singer-Gheorghiu
William Griffith  
by Susan and David Stollwerk
Ethan, Seth, and Aviva Weiss  
by Joanna and Matthew Weiss

The Legacy Society
Estate of Nathan Ancell (z’l)
Dr. Richard & Judy Berg
Scott Richard Berg & Freddi Lipstein
Frances K. Burka & Leonard W. Burka (z’l)
Lawrence L. Friedman
Barbara Gaden & John B. Mann
Estate of Dorothy Kamsly (z’l)
Ellen P. Myerberg & N. James Myerberg
Judith L. Ruderman
Philip Sassower & Susan Oppenheimer 
Sassower
Laurie Silvers & Mitchell Rubenstein



a dv i sory    b oa rd   fy   2 018

Alan Bell, P’19
Karen Berman, L’92, P’20
Jason Black, T‘05
Leslie Chatzinoff, P’11, P’15, P’21
Amanda Freeman, T‘98
Danyelle Freeman, T’96 and Josh Resnick
Heath Freeman, T’02 and Jane Hegleman Freeman
Scott Gorlick, T‘11
Sheree Levy, T’89, P’18, P’21
Laura Lieber, Faculty
Ben Rubenstein-Spoont, T’07  
  and Carolyn Rubenstein-Spoont, T‘07
Amy Schorr, P’10, P’14
Justin Segall, T‘05
Sarah Shore, P’20
Gail Silberman, P’11
Dawn Spiera, P’16, P’18, P’21
Jeffrey Tabak, T’79, L’82, P’04, P’08  
  and Marilyn Tabak, T’79, P’04, P’08
Gregg Tenser, T‘89
Spencer Waxman, T’86, P’21
Matt Weiss, T‘00
Elizabeth Winter, T‘03
Jim Woldenberg, T‘86 
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